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MALAYSIA.^ 

STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS. 

By  Vi<M'  foiisiil  <ifni'!':il  t'nspar  Ii.  Dreior,  Sliis'sipore. 

In  reviewiiiij  tlie  trade  of  the  Straits  KSettlements  for  1914:  and 
coniparino'  the  noiires  with  those  for  previous  years  it  must  be  noted 
that  the  conditions  were  totally  different.  In  i)ast  years  the  j)ort  was 
open  to  traders  of  every  nation,  without  restriction  and  without  taxa- 
tion, and  there  is  indication  that  every  advantage  was  taken  of  the 
opportiuiities  presented.  Ilie  outlook  Avas  fair  for  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments to  gvow  into  one  of  the  inii)ortant  business  centers  of  the  Far 
East.  The  .setback,  however,  which  occurred  during;  the  last  year 
had  a  more  or  less  telling  effect  on  this  community,  as  was  the  case 
with  ])ractically  every  trade  center  of  the  world. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  values  as  officially  jjublished  of 
the  iin])orts  and  exports  of  the  colony  of  the  Straits  Settlements  for 
1911  as  compared  with  1913  : 


Class. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1913 

1914 

1913 

1911 

S2o7, 631,328 
14,219,928 

S213, 139, 589 
8,768,972 

$211,458,833 
9,064,310 

?184.a35,699 
4  613  755 

Total 

271,851,250 

221,008,561 

220,523,143 

189,449,454 

Financial  Stability  Restored — Normal  Shipments. 

The  year  1911  opened  under  somewhat  of  a  financial  depression 
caused  by  the  failure  of  a  large  Chinese  banking  institution  Avhicli 
for  a  time  threw  out  of  balance  the  commercial  conditions  of  the  com- 
munity. The  eifect  was  not  permanent  nor  particularly  damaging, 
fiS  the  opportunity  was  grasped  to  eliminate  certain  small  firms  and 
institutions  and  to  make  stronger  those  remaining.  The  volume  of 
Straits  produce  shipped  was  about  the  same  as  in  1913,  small  in- 
creases being  shown  in  para  rubber,  copra,  gambler,  and  tin.  The 
shipments  of  tin  reached  GG,233  tons,  an  increase  of  483  over  1913, 
ancl  20,000  tons  of  para  rubber  were  exported  from  the  colony.  These 
figures  do  not  include  transshipment  cargo  not  marketed  in  Singa- 
pore, 
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Coimtries  Participating  in  Straits  Settlements  Trade. 

The  following;  table  sliows  the  countries  of  ori^jin  and  destination 
and  the  vahie  of  the  imports  and  exports  for  11)1^3  and  1914: 


Countries. 


Imports  from. 


1913 


1914 


Exports  to. 


1913 


1914 


!■  iiitcd  States 

I'nited  Kingdom 

France 

Australia  and  Ne-.v  Zealand. 

Germany 

Briti'ih  India  and  Burma 

Dutch  East  Indies 

Federated  Malay  Slates 

Hongkong  (and'China) 

Japan 

Siam 


$3, 762, 703 
11,053,2:',6 
1,1SS,2S0 
5,Ot;7,4]3 
3, 395, 4S0 
23,175,010 
2r),203,S;52 
5.'),  624, 902 
15, 1()0,G25 
5,003,705 
23,771,301 


I3,'278,718 

10, 2S2, 379 

1,629,«64 

3,997,577 

725,116 

14, 757,  OSS 

23.,'-iC5,432 

1S,S.52,526 

11,2,-)1,661 

4,479,070 

8,893,645 


$24,300,614 
49,470,3K0 
5,100,000 


9,079,4S4 
5,,SS2,503 
20,614,394 
17,8<I0,45S 
5,223,973 
2,743,123 
3,500,000 


616,7.53 
968,060 
515, 199 
835, 740 
340, 0(X) 
600,912 
128,641 
017,372 
390,  .547 
750,000 
651,732 


The  vohime  of  manufactured  metals  imported  declined  b}'^  about 
80  per  cent.  Stocks  of  these,  excliidinji-  tin  plates,  and  of  miscella- 
neous goods,  including  cement,  paints,  glass,  etc.,  all  show  depletion, 
as  well  as  European  goods — milk,  biscuit,  etc.  The  exclusion  of 
Belgian,  German,  and  Austrian  goods  valued  at  considerably  over 
$500,000  had  the  effect  of  raising  the  prices  of  imported  articles 
identified  with  these  countries,  and  stocks  were  rapidly  cleared.  The 
Netherlands,  Italy,  United  States,  Japan,  and  (ireat  Britain  have  to 
some  extent  supplied  the  deficienc}'. 
Articles  of  Commerce,  Comparative  Values. 

The  principal  imports  and  exports  of  the  Straits  Settlements  and 
the  value,  by  articles,  for  191-1  as  compared  with  1913  are  shown  by 
the  following  table: 


Articles. 


BtPORTS. 

Animals,  live 

Apparel,  hosiery, millinery, 
drapery,  etc 

Cement.". 

Coal 

Cotton  and  silk,  raw 

Cycles .  motor  cars ,  etc 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Fish 

Gunnies,  jiite 

Hardware  and  iron,  in- 
cluding utensils 

Hides,  raw 

Iron  and  steel,  including 
bar,  corrugated,  hoop, 
tools,  instruments,  wire 
rope,  nails,  anchors,  and 
eliains 

Liquors 

Machinery 

Matches 

Oil.  co;onut,  and  peanut. . 

Oninm       , 

Paper  and  stationery , 

Petroleum 

Piece  goods  and  sarongs, 
cotton 

Provisions,  including  fresh 
and  salted  tinned  pro- 
visions, milk,  butter,  bis- 
cuit, cheese,  lard,  and 
curry  stuff 


1913 


$3,525,084 

5,820,570 
1,207,497 
6, 449;  039 
911,158 
1,834,800 
1,730,. 594 
7,343,020 
1,384,620 

3,130,297 
2,3S6,043 


1,9*3,543 
3,388,033 
2,032,933 
550,543 
1,794,509 
4,000,581 
1,027,595 
1,533,257 

16, 449, 675 


9,134,428 


32,119,543 

3,385,198 
1,294,914 
5,917,927 
441,253 
970,  .502 
1,443,410 
7,277,502 
1,216,868 

2,108,652 
2,087,331 


1,378,715 
2,629,400 
1,584,758 
497,523 
1,007,996 
1,080.917 
1,077;  028 
1,477,831 

11,757,381 


8,019,844 


Articles. 


IMPORTS— con  td. 

Rioc,  and  other  grains 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tin  and  lin  ore 

Toliacco 

Vegetables,  fruits,  onions, 

and  garlic 

Wood 

Yarns  and  tlu-ead  of  cotton. 

EXPORTS. 

Coffee 

Copra 

Gambler 

Gums 

n  ides,  tanned 

Oil,  coconut 

Phosphates  of  lime 

I'inc-.pples  (preserved) 

Rattans 

R  ubber 

Saco 

Shells 

Spices 

Tapioca 

Tin 


1913 


$39, 128, 722 

6,058,494 

1,399,380 

61,0.34.021 

6,457,019 

3,868,643 
1,046,271 
1,812,089 


1914 


S37,377,3U 

4,441,117 

1,442,442 

46,070,686 

6,572,370 

2,893,193 
1,085,674 
1,514,042 


509,794 

11,497,060 
1,698,558 

24,283,935 
2,118,088 
1,316,490 
1,227,307 
1,487,941 
1,8.51,837 

19, 133, 760 

1,.')00,284 

390,577 

21, 2S4, 843 
1,573,096 

48,579,792 
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Fluctuations  in  Imports  and  Exports — Field  for  American  Manufactures.  i 

There  was  a  general  decline  observable  in  the  imports;  tliis  was 
most  marked  in  tin  and  tin  ore,  which  fell  from  $()l,6ort,621  to 
$4:G,070,()SG :  opium,  from  $4,000,581  to  $1,086.1)17;  aj>parel,  hosiery, 
etc.,  from  $5,820,570  to  $o,o85,l()8;  and  rice  and  othei-  grains  declined 
from  $39,128,7'22  to  $37.:377.:J11. 

Exports  were  more  nearly  normal.  There  were  notable  inci'eases, 
however,  in  spices,  which  advanced  from  $!>.:5(')-i.50()  to  $24.'2S+.,s4o, 
and  gnms  from  $20,014,050  to  $24.28:5.0:',5.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
value  of  tin  ex])orted  fell  from  $O4,O0;5.OOO  to  $48,579,702,  and  rubber 
from  $20,887,000  to  $10,133,700. 

The  majority  of  the  largest  importing  firms  have  American  con- 
nections, either  export  houses  or  specific  buying  agents  in  Xew  York. 
The  present  principal  need  of  the  district  is  considered  to  be  that  of 
a  more  direct  access  to  the  local  field  in  the  way  of  representatives 
being  established  here,  as  the  use  of  catalogues,  trade  directories, 
and  a  limited  number  of  price  lists  hardly  answer  the  purpose. 
There  is  a  good  field  here  for  a  variety  of  manufactured  articles,  and 
if  a  large  and  reputable  manufacturing  concern  could  see  its  way 
clear  to  establish  a  branch  in  Singapore  to  work  the  Peninusla  and 
neighboring  islands,  and  maintain  such  a  branch  for  several  years 
on  possibl}'-  a  slight  return,  but  grow  up  with  the  rapidly  developing 
section,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  satisfactory  business  would  result. 
The  lines  that  would  find  the  best  demand  at  present  are  mining 
and  farm  machinery  (the  latter  including  general  hardware),  motor 
trucks,  and,  to  quite  an  extent,  tinned  provisions. 
Kesume  of  Post  Office  Work — Telephone  and  Telegraph  Report. 

The  number  of  postal  articles  (excluding  parcels)  mailed  in  the 
colony  was  8,910,290.  The  number  received  for  deli  very  was  6,953,133 
as  compared  with  7,983,199  in  1913.  The  number  of  messages  trans- 
mitted over  Government  telegraph  lines  decreased  from  263,274  to 
235,776;  the  number  of  subscribers  to  the  Government  telephone  ex- 
changes remained  practically  the  same,  about  645. 

The  number  of  insured  letters  and  parcels  posted  totaled  4,663 
valued  at  $659,429.  The  number  delivered  w^as  14,292  valued  at 
$1,475,687.  The  insurance  fees  collected  on  articles  posted  in  the 
colony  amounted  to  slightly'  over  $1,000.  The  total  money-order 
and  postal-order  transactions  amounted  to  $2,313,997,  shoAving  an 
increase  over  the  previous  year  of  something  like  $40,000.  The 
amount  to  the  credit  of  depositors  in  the  Postal  Savings  Bank  at 
the  close  of  the  year  amounted  to  $436,626  as  compared  with  $510,788 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  progress  is  being  made  in  the  erec- 
tion of  a  wireless  telegraph  station.  The  work  is  well  under  w^ay  in 
Singapore,  a  report  on  which  was  ])ublished  in  Comjierce  Reports 
for  April  20,  1915.  A  similar  station  is  also  planned  for  the  port 
of  Penang,  but  the  work  is  not  as  j'et  begun. 
Government  Traffic  in  Opium. 

The  principal  feature  of  the  Government  monopolies  department 
is  that  of  administering  the  opium  trade  of  the  colony.  The  Gov- 
ernment purchases  the  raw  material,  conducts  the  cooking  thereof, 
and  licenses  the  shops  and  dealers.     During  1914  the  purchase  of 
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opium  was  effected,  as  in  previous  years,  chiefly  through  one  firm 
of  agents  in  Singapore,  with  occasional  purchases  from  Calcutta 
direct.  The  total  number  of  chests,  Indian  and  Persian,  delivered 
to  the  nidnopolies  department  during  the  year  amounted  to  2,400. 

The  fluctuations  of  the  opium  market  were  not  so  great  during  this 
year  as  in  previous  3'ears,  antl  the  price  at  no  time  varied  greatly 
from  the  price  obtained  at  the  auctions.  The  exports  of  opium  from 
Singapore  in  1914,  amounted  to  731  chests  as  against  944  in  1913. 
During  the  year  2,787  chests  of  Indian  and  Persian  opium  were 
cooked  at  the  factory  which  was  a  decrease  over  the  previous  year. 
This  decrease  is  thought  to  be  due  to  a  smaller  consumption  subse- 
quent to  the  outbreak  of  war.  No  increase  was  made  in  the  retail 
price  of  chandu  during  the  year.  The  quantity  of  the  total  sales  in 
the  colony  amounted  to  1,402,000  tahils  (tahil=li  ounces)  as  against 
l,433,000"tahils  in  1913. 

The  gross  receipts  resulting  from  the  sale  of  chandu  in  the  colony 
and  to  outside  States  amounted  to  $6,244,351.  The  amount  charged 
against  purchase  of  opium  amounted  to  $1,079,433,  givins  a  net  reve- 
nue of  $4,504,918,  as  against  $3,494,759  last  year.  "Durmg  1914,  in 
view  of  the  impending  arrangement  with  the  Indian  Government  to 
procure  all  opium  direct  for  the  future,  the  necessit}'  for  keeping 
large  stocks  was  not  felt,  which  brought  about  a  less  extensive  pur- 
chase of  the  article  than  would  otherwise  have  been  made.  The 
principal  item  of  revenue  to  the  Straits  Settlements  Government  is 
derived  from  the  administration  of  the  opium  trade. 

Report  on  Edacational  Progress  in  the  Malay  Peninsula. 

There  is  a  growing  interest  in  the  subject  of  education  in  the  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  world,  and  especially  in  those  parts  where  are  to  be 
found  the  various  races,  tribes  of  Indians,  and  castes  of  Chinese. 
The  informati(m  which  follows  was  pulilished  b}^  the  Director  of 
Education  in  the  Straits  Settlements  and  the  Federated  ^lalay  States. 

Throughout  the  district  there  are  so-called  public  schools  which 
are  partially  maintained  by  the  (jovernment,  private  schools,  and 
others  conducted  by  relgious  organizations.  The  total  revenue  col- 
lected from  school  fees  during  1914  in  the  Straits  Settlements  colonies 
amounted  to  $185,500,  as  igainst  $144,300  in  the  previous  year,  while 
the  expenditure  was  $310,103. 

The  net  average  expenditure  on  each  pupil  in  average  attendance 
at  any  school  under  (iovernment  supervision  was  placed  at  $5.  The 
average  attendance  at  all  schools  show  an  increase  of  774  and  the 
percentage  of  attendance  as  90.  Attendance  at  all  schools,  by  sex, 
averaged  20,993  boys  and  4,285  girls.  The  total  enrollment  at  Eng- 
lish schools  was  15,000,  with  an  average  attendance  of  14,000,  or 
about  93  per  cent.  In  the  Government  Malay  schools  there  were 
11,780  boys  and  1,100  girls  in  average  enrollment  and  10,200  boys 
and  894  girls  in  average  attendance. 

In  the  matter  of  education  among  the  Malays  or  natives  of  the 
community,  th?  boys'  schools,  on  a  whole,  continue  in  a  very  satisfac- 
tory manner,  which  is  thought  to  l)e  due  to  the  well-equipped  teachers 
sent  out  l)y  the  ^lalay  college  at  ^lalacca.  The  chief  difficulty  in  the 
educational  ^^ork  is  found  in  the  girls'  schools,  Avhere  the  progress  is 
not  so  satisfactory,  this  being  largely  due  to  the  parents,  who  do  not 
feel  the  necessity  for  girls  to  take  the  higher  forms  of  education. 
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FEDERATED  MALAY  STATES. 

Tlie  conditions  in  general  throughout  the  Federated  Mahiy  States 
during  1914  were  satisfactory,  and  were  found  particularly  so  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  though  a  volume  of  trade  smaller  than  in 
1913  is  revealed.  This  is  regarded  as  about  the  richest  bit  of  coun- 
try in  the  w^orld.  Its  tin  deposits,  natural  products,  the  capacity 
of  the  soil  and  climate  for  agriculture  in  the  broadest  sense,  the 
proximity  of  great  sources  of  lumber  suppl}^,  all  combine  to  justify 
,  an  optimistic  outlook  for  the  future. 

The  revenue  for  the  year  191-1  was  $21,180,354,  being  less  by 
$3,986,824  than  the  revenue  for  1913.  ,  The  estimated  expenditure 
for  the  year  was  $39,907,147,  but  it  became  necessary,  owing  to  the 
financial  condition  of  the  country  and  later  owing  to  the  outbreak 
of  war,  to  effect  considerable  economies,  and  a  total  saving  of  over 
$8,515,500  was  effected.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  expenditure  ex- 
ceeded that  of  1913  by  nearly  $5,000,000,  which  is  more  than  ac- 
counted for  by  the  payment  on  the  account  of  H.  M.  S.  MoJaya,  a 
battleship  presented  to  the  British  Government  by  the  Federated 
Malay  States. 

Import  and  Export  Trade — Principal  Articles  and  Value. 

The  aggregate  of  exports  and  imports,  exclusive  of  bullion  and 
specie,  in  1914  was  $110,759,935,  a  decrease  of  $21,131,145  as  com- 
pared with  the  amount  for  1913.  The  excess  of  exports  over  im- 
ports fell  from  $36,343,112  in  1913  to  $28,385,000  in  19U.  T\\q  value 
of  imports  amounted  to  $40,953,881,  which  was  16  per  cent  under  that 
of  1913.  The  principal  increases  were  in  ironware  and  railway 
material,  the  combined  advance  being  $681,240,  probably  due  to 
orders  placed  before  the  declaration  of  war.  The  total  decreases 
amounted  to  $7,282,159,  the  principal  of  which  is  found  in  apparel, 
etc.,  $556,913;  $529,664  in  cotton  goods;  and  $524,554  in  cycles, 
motor  cars,  and  accessories. 

The  value  of  the  exports  was  $69,806,054,  as  compared  with  $84,- 
117,090  in  1913.  The  decrease  is  said  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  fall 
in  the  price  of  tin  and  the  low  price  of  rubber  which  obtained  for  a 
time  and  largely  interfered  with  the  export  of  these  commodities. 
The  value  of  the  principal  articles  of  trade  of  the  Federated  Malay 
States  for  1914,  compared  v.ith  that  for  1913,  will  be  found  in  the 
following  table — the  statistics  published  by  the  Government  are  not 
in  such  form  as  to  show  the  countries  of  origin  or  destination : 


Articles. 


IMPORTS. 

Live  animals 

Fish,  dried  and  salted  . . . 

Rice 

Opium 

Provisions,     fresh     and 

salted 

Spirits 

Sugar 

Tobacco  and  cigarettes.. . 
Petroleum  and  licnz.inc . . 
Apparel,  hosiery,  andmil- 

linery " 

Cotton  piece  goods 


1913 


$2, 167, 789 

711,420 

10, 776, 1539 

1,246,468 

654,580 

973, 5.55 

885, 779 

2, 108, 165 

1,492,406 

1,029,972 
1,569,739 


$1,. 330, 925 
541,496 

9,474,785 
1,004,740 

.589, 463 
751, IflO 

783,808 
2,067,818 
1,480,450 

4,730,784 
1,0-10,295 


Articles. 


IMPORTS— continued. 

Ironware 

Cycles,  motor  cars,  and 

accessories 

Macliinery 

EXPORTS. 

Rice 

Sugar 

Tapioca 

Copra 

Para  rubber 

Tin  and  tin  ore 


31,768,877 

1,156,211 
1,654,991 


585,393 

3,743 

113,048 

1.02f',9i9 

32, 168, 129 

47,484,470 


1914 


31,864,635 


631,687 
1,701,201 


453,967 

661 

116, 897 

1,405,051 

31,270.045 

34,487,523 


6  Sri'l'J.K.MKX  r    TO    COMMKKC'E    HKPORTS. 

Quantity  of  Liquor  Consumed — Opium  Trade. 

The  (iiiantity  of  Ikjuoi-  distilled  in  the  States  was  11m;,4(>G  «<[iillous,  a 
decrease  of  JJa,'};")!?  gallons  eonii)ared  with  the  fifjui-e  for  V.)]'*.  The 
whisky,  wine,  etc.  exclusive  of  malt  li(|Uor,  imported  duriufij  1914 
amounted  to  41>7,S8()  i>;illoiis.  as  ajzainst  (>!)r>.()UT  <rallons  rei-eived  in 
l{H'-\.    \  duty  on  mall  li<iuor  was  im[H)sed  from  Jidy  1.  11>14. 

The  total  amount  of  chandu  (prepai'cd  ojjiuui)  j)urchased  from 
the  Siui2;ai)ore  factory  in  1*.>14  was  1;T1H.1>()()  tahils  (tahil  =  l:'i  ounces). 

The  auu)unt  sold  hy  the  mono2)oly  de[)ar(uu'ut  was  1.7l!M>4S 
tahils,  a  decrease  of  471.1l(>  tahils,  coiupared  with  the  amount  sold 
in  lS>l;i.  The  price  to  the  public  remaiiu'd  the  same  diu'ing  the 
year — $;>.()8  per  tahil.  Observed  merely  from  a  revenue  point  of 
vieAv,  the  drop  is  somewhat  serious,  and  it  is  obvious  that  the  country 
mu.st  now  realize  the  necessity  for  other  sources  of  revenue.  The 
number  of  licensed  smoking  saloons,  having  also  retail  licenses  for 
consumption  oH'  the  pi'emises,  was  reduceil  from  "241)  to  2;M:,  and  the 
number  of  houses  having  "oil"'  licenses  only  was  reduced  from  75  to 
(■)'.>.  Since  the  introduction  of  the  (Jovernment  nu)no})oly  system,  the 
number  of  smoking  saloons  previously  known  as  "opium  dens"  has 
been  reduced  by  324. 

It  is  not  i)ossible  at  present  to  ascertain  with  any  degree  of  accu- 
racy the  ultimate  destination  of  goods  exported  to  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments (Singapore,  Penang.  and  Malaca).  The  direct  import  trade 
■with  the  United  Kingdom  via  Port  Swettenham  was  nearly  J>2  per 
cent  of  the  total  imports,  and  direct  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom 
Avere  about  IS  per  cent  of  the  total. 
Output  of  Tin — Mining  Area. 

Exports  of  tin  in  l{>i4  amounted  to  40,042  tons,  a  decline  of  1,085 
tons  from  the  V,)lo  figure.  Of  the  total  output  45,400  tons  were  in 
the  form  of  tin  ore  and  tJ,G42  tons  in  the  form  of  smelted  tin.  The 
decrease  in  smelted  tin  was  1.448  tons.  The  smelting  industry  is 
evidently  declining.  presunud)]y  because  of  the  fact  that  for  the  pur- 
pose of  comi)utation  of  royalty,  ore  is  reckoned  to  contain  70  per 
cent  of  pure  tin,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  dressed  up  to  some- 
thing ajipreciably  above  this  figure,  and  as  the  ore  exported  may 
contain  74  per  cent  or  even  more,  but  only  pays  royalty  on  70  per 
cent,  it  is  obvious  that  it  is  more  profitable  to  export  the  ore  than  to 
convert  it  into  metallic  tin  and  pay  full  duty. 

The  average  price  of  tin  in  1914  was  $41.()!>  per  picul  (picul  — ISS-'j 
pounds).  The  highest  price  Avas  $54.08  in  February  and  tlie  lowest. 
$32  in  October;  in  lUlo  the  average  price  was  $50.52.  The  royalty 
on  tin  remained  the  same.  There  was  a  severe  drop  in  the  aAcrage 
price  of  tin.  The  area  alienated  for  tin  mining  at  the  end  of  the  year 
■\vas  275,290  acres. 
Gold  and  Wolfram — Condition  of  Coal  Mines. 

The  value  of  the  output  of  gold  for  1914  was  $209,108,  as  compared 
with  $282,309  in  1913.  Of  the  total  amount,  13.159  ounces  on  a 
crushing  of  99,473  tons  Avere  obtained  from  the  Ifaub  mine  in  Pa- 
hang,  the  principal  mine  of  the  district.  AVolfram  to  the  value  of 
$88,500  was  exjiorted.  The  senior  warden  of  mines  reported  tliat 
the  IMalayan  Collieries  (Ltd.),  Avhich  company  was  organized  to 
work  the  Rawang  coal  area,  discovered  something  over  a  j'ear  ago, 
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iiad  their  opening  work  well  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and 
that  the  colliery  would  be  in  a  position  to  place  coal  on  the  market 
as  soon  as  the  railway  connection  is  completed,  work  on  which  is 
progressing  satisfactorily.  Mines  under  Chinese  management  are 
estimated  to  have  produced  about  76  per  cent  of  the  total  output. 

Plantation  Rubber — TJse  of  Dynamite. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Director  of  Agriculture,  it  has  been 
impossible  this  year  to  obtain  in  time  for  this  report  the  usual  sta- 
tistics relating  to  plantation  rubi;er,  oAving  to  the  omission  of  certain 
estate  managers  to  send  their  reports  promptly.  HoAvever,  the 
amount  of  rubber  exported  in  1914  is  stated  to  have  been  30,697  tons, 
as  compared  with  23,465  tons  in  1913,  and  the  estimated  value  of  the 
1914  output  was  $30,954,389.  A  sliding  scale  for  the  duty  on  rubber 
came  into  force  August  1,  1914.  When  the  A-aluc  of  rubber  exceeds 
49  cents  the  duty  is  2}  per  cent  ad  valorem,  and  the  scale  decreases 
with  the  decreasing  values  until  the  rate  is  15  cents  per  picul  Avhen 
the  value  of  rubber  is  36  cents  per  pound  [rates  in  United  States  cur- 
rency] . 

Experiments  with  dynamite  in  cultivation  have  given  favorable 
results,  and  assistance  has  been  given  and  will  be  continued  by  the 
department  in  carrying  out  tests  of  this  kind.  The  work  of  soil 
analysis  and  manuring  experiments  have  been  continued,  but  the 
results  are  not  yet  sufficiently  clear  to  justify  the  department  in 
recommending  anything  more  than  experimental  applications  on 
estates.  The  vulcanizing  and  testing  plant  has  been  started  and  a 
thoroughly  scientific  beginning  made  to  investigate  the  underlying 
causes  of  the  nonuniformity  of  first-grade  plantation  rubber. 

The  Agricultural  Department  has  devoted  considerable  attention 
to  the  administration  of  the  planters'  loan  fund  during  the  year. 
The  total  amount  of  loans  authorized  during  1914  and  administered 
by  the  board  Avas  $2,096,688,  and  the  amount  actually  advanced 
$1,902,603.  The  total  area  of  land  under  cultivation  at  the  close  of 
1914  Avas  1,937,920  acres,  AAdiich  Avas  25,000  acres  less  than  in  1913. 
Labor  Conditions — Nationalities  Employed. 

Indian  immigration  during  1914  amounted  to  about  35,000  persons 
of  all  classes.  Immigration  from  southern  India  Avas  sto]Dpecl  from 
the  beginning  of  August  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The  laboring  popu- 
lation of  the  Federated  Malay  States  in  1914  Avas  distributed  by 
States  and  races  as  follows: 


states. 

Race. 

Indian. 

Chinese. 

Javanese. 

other. 

Perak                    

47, 203 
61,573 
10, 455 
1,913 

4,085 

5,441 

12, 829 

1,630 

5, 661 
1,968 
1,850 

388 

4  743 

804 

1,192 

382 

Total 

121,174 

23,991 

9,867 

7,120 

Statistics  shoAv  that  during  1914  immigration  of  Chinese  into  the 
Federated  Malay  States  numbered  56,712,  Avhile  those  leaving  by  the 
ports  of  this  territory  amounted  to  74,700.    All  labor  contracts  which 
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had  heoii  cntercMl  into  by  sissisfed  imiiiitrrants  from  (Miiiia  lapsed  <m 
.luly  1,  11V14,  in  accordanco  with  tlie  provisions  of  the  Lal)oi-  C'o(U*, 
and  no  more  conti'acts  were  made  in  Sin«ia[)or('  f<»r  woi-k  in  (he  Mod- 
erated Mahiy  State>. 
Transportation — Railroad  and  Steamship  Statistics. 

The  <2:eneial  niana<>ei'  of  the  Ke(hM'ated  Mahiy  States  Kailways 
oljserves  tiiat  the  year  1914  was  exceptional  in  that  for  the  first  time 
on  I'eeord  ieceii)ts  fell  below  those  of  the  piecedinir  yi'ar.  In  the 
lirst  half  of  the  yeai'  there  was  a  steady  incrt'ase  of  business,  but 
npon  the  outl)realc  <d"  Kui'opean  hostilities  there  was  a  setl)aek  whicli 
continued  till  the  close  of  the  year.  The  openin«;  t)f  the  lirst  section 
of  the  line  which  is  to  connect  the  main  line  on  the  west  with  the 
Siamese  Ivailway  sy.stem  and  of  the  fii.st  section  in  Kelantan  were 
the  i)iincipal  events  of  the  year. 

Tiie  total  mileaire  now  oj)en  for  ti-aftic,  including;  leased  lines. 
Avas  slightly  over  <S2'J,  showin*]^  an  incieaso  of  ."il  miles  over  last 
year.  The  amount  si)ent  on  constiaiction  work  was  $r».,')r>;^.!)S('i.  The 
branch  lines  Padaiiu"  .Fava  to  Kuala  Selan<ror,  and  I'udu  to  Anipani!; 
wer(>  opened  foi-  traflic  durinij  the  year.  The  Hist  jxtrtion  of  the 
Kedah  extension — from  l>ukit  Mertajam  to  Pinanir  run<!;<ral — was 
opened  in  October,  and  a  section  of  the  Kelantan  Kailway  from 
Tumpat  (m  the  coast  to  Pasir  Mas,  15  miles  in  len<>th,  was  opened 
for  traffic  in  November.  It  became  necessary  durin<i;  the  course  of 
the  year  to  stoj)  work  on  some  of  the  lines  mider  construction. 

The  i)rincipal  i)ort,  admittin*;  ocean-<;oin<r  steamei-s  to  this  terri- 
tory, is  that  of  l*ort  Swettenham,  whicli  is  develoj)inuc  ra[)idly.  and 
promises  to  become  a  seaport  of  considerable  imjiortance.  In  11)11 
4,44-1  vessels,  havin*:;  an  ajzurecjate  tonna^re  of  L!,()14,7r)0,  entered  i)oi-ts 
of  the  Federated  Malay  States  as  compared  with  4,8S2  vessels,  with  a 
tonnage  of  2,124,907  in  1913. 
Summary  of  Conditions  in  States. 

The  outbrealc  of  the  war  and  the  consequent  sudden  stoppa<re  of 
credit  found  the  Federated  Malay  States  with  its  cash  balances 
extremely  low  and  its  investments  unsalable.  It  was  decided  that 
assistance  must  be  iiiven  the  minin.o*  community  and  also  to  the  plant- 
ing community:  this  was  done  by  purchasing  tin  and  granting 
advances  against  rubl)er.  the  mone.y  being  advanced  by  the  Straits 
Government.  This  decision  had  the  immediate  effect  of  restoring 
confidence  and  of  averting  the  thi-eatened  danger.  The  stopi)age  of 
works  and  curtailing  of  expenditure  threw  out  of  emi)]oyment  a 
large  number  of  workmen,  and  stejis  were  taken  to  repatriate  those 
who  wished  to  return  to  their  own  countries.  A  large  number  of 
Chinese  and  Indians  were  thus  removed  from  the  country,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  immigi-ation  of  deck  passengers  from  India  and 
China  was  stopped.  The  government  derived  a  considerable  profit 
from  the  sale  of  tin  purchased,  and  the  proceeds  were  used  for  the 
payment  of  the  cost  of  repatriation  of  the  Chinese  who  were  thrown 
out  of  work'.  The  measures  taken  for  dealing  with  the  situation 
must  be  considered  to  ha\e  proved  satisfactory. 
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